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“...feels like a masterful blend of works by historical mystery author  

Jacqueline Winspear and historian John M. Barry...” 
—KIRKUS REVIEWS (STARRED REVIEW) 

 
“…accomplished... Historical fiction at its best resonates through the beat of 
human hearts. This novel does that wonderfully.” 
—HAZEL GAYNOR,	New York Times	best-selling author of	Before Dorothy 
 
“…transports you from the Kansas prairie to the field hospitals of France, 
capturing your heart along the way. A powerful, moving, and unforgettable 
read.”—AMANDA SKENANDORE, author of	The Nurse's Secret 
 
“...brings to life the pandemic that came before ours: the Spanish influenza...  
A book you won’t soon forget.” 
—JENNIE FIELDS, author of	Atomic Love 
 

THE FEVERED WORLD 
by Dee Andrews 

	

When Dee Andrews learned that the 1918 Spanish flu may have originated in Kansas—where 

she’d grown up and went to college—she knew she’d stumbled onto an overlooked medical mystery 

buried in her own history. Wanting answers, she wrote The Fevered World, one of 2027’s most 

compelling debut novels. 

As a virulent illness ravages his rural Kansas community, Dr. Lorne Miller does what he does 

best—he holes up in his laboratory to study the disease. Is it influenza? What makes it so lethal this 

year? Will it be carried to the nearby army training camps where men are readying for the Great War?  

His daughter Helen, home from nursing school and devastated by a choice her father makes, 

makes a sudden and stunning decision of her own: she talks her way into the Army Nurse Corps and 

operating theaters of France.  
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While Lorne argues for a vaccine and pursues scientific answers in New York and Helen battles 

the same invisible enemy near the front lines as a nurse anesthetist, each is forced to find something 

to hold onto: a sense of purpose that can carry them through guilt, grief, and uncertainty. 

Real history threads through both their journeys—Lorne’s confrontation with patient zero 

echoes that of Dr. Loring Miner, the Kansas physician whose 1918 warnings about the outbreak were 

largely ignored, while Helen finds a mentor in Anna Maxwell, the Army’s real-life Chief Nurse. Rooted 

in the past but alive with feeling, THE FEVERED WORLD turns a little-explored chapter of history’s 

deadliest pandemic into an unforgettable story of reckoning and reconciliation. 

	

DEE ANDREWS grew up in Kansas asking questions about the past and 
the people who shaped it. While living in Spain in 2009, her interest in 
the Spanish Flu piqued when she learned it may have originated in 
Kansas, sparking years of research into the overlooked history. A 
journalist by training and a graduate of Lighthouse Writers Workshop’s 
The Book Project, she brings the same curiosity that launched her 
research to the page. Her short story “The Enemy Within,” which 
inspired the novel, received honors from Glimmer Train.  
The Fevered World is her debut novel. She lives in Boulder, Colorado.  

	
Website: deeandrews.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/dee.andrews.author and facebook.com/dasandrews 
Instagram: instagram.com/deeandrews/ 
Substack: deeandrews.substack.com 
 

She Writes Press is distributed by Simon & Schuster. 
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